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23rd July 2025 
 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families 
 
As we reach the end of the academic year, I want to take a moment to thank you for your continued support of everything 
we do here at The Grange Academy. This year has been filled with memorable highlights, including our Ofsted inspection, 
sports events, musical performances, trips, and much more. 
 
We have experienced several changes in staffing and leadership over the past year. I appreciate that this may have led to 
a reduction in communication and some variability in your experience of the school. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding during this transitional period. 
 
Looking ahead to the new academic year, we are excited to welcome new teaching, pastoral, and leadership staff to our 
community. I have personally appointed these individuals and am confident they will bring great energy and expertise to 
The Grange Academy. 
 
At our recent Parent Working Group session, it was a pleasure to discuss our plans for the future. Next year, we will focus 
on three strategic priorities that will help us move closer to our goal of becoming the best school in Hertfordshire within 
the next five years: 
 

1. Joy in learning. Consistency in expectations. Certainty in systems. 
We will continue to build and refine our behaviour systems to ensure they are consistently applied, clearly 
communicated, and celebrate student achievement throughout the year. 
 

2. Every minute matters. Every child progresses here. 
Our focus will be on ensuring high-quality teaching and learning for all students, including those with SEND, so 
that every child can achieve brilliant outcomes. 
 

3. We grow people. We keep people. 
We are committed to creating a positive working environment for staff, supporting their development, and 
encouraging long-term careers at The Grange Academy. 

 
As part of these priorities, we will be making several changes to enhance the student experience: 
 

• Uniform – Following a successful trial this half term, tights will now be optional. Thank you to all families for 
your support. 

• Yondr pouches – Please refer to the letter sent by Mr Graham for details. 
• Celebrating achievement – We will increase opportunities to recognise and reward student success weekly, 

including the re-launch of our House competition. 
• Student voice – The school council will be re-launched to ensure pupil voice is embedded in our decision-

making. 
• Attendance and punctuality – These will be key areas of focus next year. 
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• Detentions – All detentions will be 30 minutes long and served on the same day they are issued, allowing students 
a fresh start the following day. Notifications will be sent by 1:30pm. 
 

• Timings of the School Day  
 

Line up P1 P2 Tutor Break P3 P4 Lunch P5 P6  
8:25-
8:30 

8:30-
9:20 

9:20-
10:10 

10:10-
10:40 

10:40-
11:00 

11:00-
11:50 

11:50-
12:35 

12:35-
13:25 

13:25-
14:10 

14:10-
15:00 
(15:10 – 
KS4/5) 

 
 
We are also reviewing how we communicate with families and look forward to sharing updates at our next Parent Working 
Group. You will receive further information at the start of the academic year, including introductions to key staff. 
 
In the meantime, I wish you and your families a restful and enjoyable summer break. Please see the attached letter from 
Mr Wride regarding safeguarding considerations. 
 
 
Start of Term Arrangements: 
 

• 1st & 2nd September 2025 – Staff INSET days 
 

• 3rd September 2025 – Year 7 only (9:30am–3:00pm) 
 

• 4th September 2025 – 
• 8:25am arrival: Years 13, 11, 7 
• 9:15am arrival: Years 12, 10 
• 10:00am arrival: Years 9, 8 

 
• 5th September 2025 – All students in school by 8:25am for 8:30am line-up 

 

Students should arrive on time, in full school uniform, and equipped with all necessary items, including a maths set, green 
pen, and scientific calculator. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Aziza Ajak 
Principal 
The Grange Academy 


