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We’ve had another action packed fortnight at The Grange. Our new all-weather cricket wicket, provided by the
generosity of the Chair of Future Academies, Lord Nash, has been in constant use and it was great to see our Year 9 and
10 team notch up their first victory with a convincing win over Bushey Meads. It has been especially pleasing to observe
the contribution of our Afghan students, who have taken to the new surface with alacrity.
We have been impressed, too, by the initiative shown by Year 12 Politics student, Leigh-ann Tapscott, in securing work
experience at The House of Commons. Many thanks to Gagan Mohindra, MP, for being so accommodating and for
providing such a memorable experience both in the Houses of Parliament and at a local constituency level in South
Oxhey.
Our year 10 students, too, will shortly embark on a variety of interesting and challenging work placements. This week
public examinations have started for Years 11 and 13, together with end of year assessments for Year 10. Good luck to
everyone and remember practice makes perfect as far as revision is concerned.
For some light relief we are eagerly anticipating the ‘G Factor Final’ next Thursday, which will showcase the many talents
of our pupils. We are looking forward, too, to hosting a school athletics tournament at Woodside next Monday
afternoon. Do feel free to come and watch if your child is involved.
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The Grange Reads ….
Continuing our new feature….
Every issue will include a review of a book available to borrow in our fantastic Learning Resource Centre (LRC). In this issue
we are celebrating LGBTQ+ fiction - here is our top recommendation.

Celebrating LGBTQ+ Fiction
All the Invisible Things by Orlagh Collins
For four years Vetty Lake has been keeping her heart in
hiding. Since her mum died and her family moved out of
London it's felt so much safer not to tell people how she
really feels. She's never even told anyone she's attracted
to girls as well as boys. But now Vetty's seventeen and
coming back to London she's determined to start living
out loud. She's convinced that reconnecting with her
childhood best friend Pez is the key. She was always
fearless around him. But when she sees Pez again, he's
different. Guarded. It's like their special connection
never existed. And suddenly Vetty's sure he's been
hiding too...
We’ve had lots of visitors to the LRC recently and we
recently hosted the academy Photography Competition
helping students and staff to vote. Years 7 and 8 have also
been visiting during form time to choose new reading books.
Remember, the LRC is open before and after school and
during break and lunch if you need a place to complete your
homework or to revise for upcoming exams. We also have
copies of revision resources for you to use.
Good Luck to everyone with their exams!

Trip to the O2 Arena
30 pupils from Years 7-11 attended the
British Basketball Championships at the 02
Arena alongside Mr Putman, Mrs Williams
and Mr Mack.
We had fantastic seats, only 7 rows from
the court, alongside the family and friends
of the London Lions Teams.
The pupils were brilliant, and received
praise from the stewards and other visitors.
Lots of new friendships were forged. A
great day out!
Congratulations to the London Lions
Women’s team and the Leicester Raiders
Men’s
Team
on
winning
both
championships.

The Grange Academy had a great day out at the British
Basketball Championships.
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Work Experience at The House of Commons
My week in London - Leigh-ann Tapscott, Year 12
I was lucky enough to spend a week of work experience at The House of Commons with Gagan Mohindra, MP for South
West Hertfordshire.
The House of Commons is where MP’s meet to
debate and pass laws. It forms part of the Palace of
Westminster and is the home of the government in
the United Kingdom.
My role for the five days was to help Gagan and his
team at his parliamentary office. My tasks included
helping to organise and take notes for a Home Office
debate and working with Gagan on his social media
presence by including events he has attended, World
Book Day being a recent example.
I was taken on a tour by one of my colleagues and I
was allowed to go into the debating chamber of the
commons. I was lucky enough to watch a debate
from the chamber to see how things happen.
The state opening of parliament took place on the
Tuesday I was there, a truly wonderful experience,
the buzz was amazing!
On my final day Gagan and I went back to his
constituency where we visited an adult literacy class
in South Oxhey. We then travelled to an open house
cafe in Berkhamsted where we chatted with some
Ukrainian refugees about their experiences at home
and what challenges they are facing in the UK.

My week was a truly life changing experience and I
feel privileged to have seen our democracy in action.

 What a lovely start to the morning, one of our Year 7 students
warming up the Year 11’s before an exam!
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SPORT ROUNDUP
Sport

Vs

Result

Star of the
Match

Scorers

Year 9 Basketball

Bushey Meads

Lost 8-43

Beny

Points:- Archie 2, Ali 2, Liam 2, Mason 2

Year 8 Basketball

Rickmansworth

Lost 8-38

Jack

Abdul, Sonny, Edin and Jack

Year 9 & 10 Cricket

Croxley Danes

Lost by 5 wickets

Anosh

Year 7 & 8 Cricket

Reach Free

Lost by 11 runs

Harry C

Year 7-10

Athletics Match 1

3rd

Reece

Year 7-10

Athletics Match 2

3rd

Chloe

Year 7-10

Athletics Match 3

5th

Emily

Year 7&8 Cricket

Bushey Meads

Lost by 70 runs

Sonny

Year 9&10 Cricket

Bushey Meads

Won by 7 wickets

James

Cricket Review

Athletics Squad

Our cricket season has begun with great
enthusiasm and our new cricket pitch is getting
plenty of use!
Determination and team work are in abundance.

Both of our combined teams of Years 7 and 8, and
Years 9 and 10 have been practicing hard and
playing well.
We achieved our first victory of the season with the
Year 9 & 10 team beating Bushey Meads by seven
wickets. James in Year 9 scored 27 runs. Meet took
three wickets. And a highlight was Ijaz hitting the
biggest 6 we’ve ever seen!

Practice is every Thursday and everyone is welcome.
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Advertisement
Oiyaa is a free app which provides discounts at local high street retailers
around Watford and rewards consumers with Oiyaa tokens which provides
access to exclusive online offers. In addition to saving money, by
supporting local businesses we can all:
• Strengthen Watford communities
• Create quality jobs
• Reduce the impact of climate change

“The Oiyaa loyalty programme can help the
people of Watford in a way that’s never been
done before. I support their mission to
encourage them to Shop Local”
Peter Taylor – Elected Mayor of Watford

For further information about Oiyaa, please see www.oiyaa.com
To download the Oiyaa Consumer App please visit the IOS App Store or
Google Play Store.

COVID-19 Vaccination Expanded to all
5-11 Year Olds
Parents and Carers of children aged 5 to 11 can book their child’s first COVID19 vaccination. Bookings can be made at the national booking service for some
pharmacies and GP surgeries as well as weekend appointments at vaccination
centres. Some GP surgeries will also be offering bookings directly.
To find out more, go to
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people

Dates for your diary
16 May onwards

GCSE and A Level exams commence

Wednesday 25 May

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

Thursday 26 May

The ‘G’ Factor Final

Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June

Half Term Holiday

Wednesday 29 June

Music/Drama Summer Spectacular

Thursday 30 June

Year 11 into Year 12 Transition Day

Friday 1 July

Sponsored Walk

Friday 8 July

Sports Day

Thursday 14 July

Year 6 into Year 7 Transition Day

Thursday 21 July

End of term

CONNECT
@thegrangebushey
@GrangeAcademyPE
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