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This week we have enjoyed some excellent assemblies and activities in the Learning Resource Centre, focused around
reading and World Book Day. All pupils have received a voucher, too – do encourage your son or daughter to go to a
bookshop and spend it!
As you will recall, we have been using STEPS to promote excellent behaviour and conduct around the school. With Years
7 & 8 we are now introducing SLANT (page 2) to develop pupils’ powers of concentration and attentive listening in the
classroom; they have taken to it extremely quickly. It would be excellent if you could drop this into a conversation with
your son or daughter this weekend. Maybe even try, ‘3-2-1 SLANT’, on them and see what happens!
Our Year 9 netballers put in a highly successful showing at the District Tournament, coming second overall. Not to be
outshone, our Senior Basketball team continued their winning streak, using their pace, skill and long-range shooting to
overcome a towering Rickmansworth team.
Our Year 8 parents evening went well: thank you for all your positive comments and suggestions. We are looking
forward to another busy week ahead with our Year 9 Options Evening on Wednesday and our Welcome Event for Year 6
Joiners on Thursday.
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‘SLANT’- New Initiative for lessons in Years 7 & 8
You are aware we have recently
introduced 'STEPS' across the
academy to remind students of
the
expectations
of
courtesy and respect when
speaking with any members of
our school community.
Originally, STEPs was piloted to
Year 7 and due to its success we
have now rolled this out to all
students.
STEPS encourages students to think about using key
words such as 'Please‘, 'Thank you' and 'Excuse Me' .

This half term we have introduced ‘SLANT’.
Teachers are using this in lessons for Year 7 and
Year 8.
The purpose of SLANT is for students to
demonstrate their mutual respect and courtesy in
the classroom and to demonstrate to the teacher
their focus on the work being carried out.
This is working extremely well and is supporting
our students and staff in delivering effective
Teaching and Learning.
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Pastoral Pancake Challenge
The Pastoral team set a challenge for students to share and create their 'Pancake Day' creations.
Students have been very imaginative with their work, we have entries ranging from traditional French crepes, to the
standard sugar and lemon and even a pancake modelled on the 'Death Star' from the Star Wars films.
Well done to all of the students
who participated in this
challenge.
We hope you enjoyed eating
them as much as we enjoyed
looking at them.
"Hi Sir, my ham and cheese
crepès made for dinner. They
were delicious" Lewis, Year 7
"Hi Sir, this is meant to be a
pancake but I ate some of it and I
wanted it to be the Death Star
during the battle of Endor from
Star Wars, because you're a
drama teacher I wanted it to look
dramatic." Ronnie, Year 8

Mr Putman’s Half Marathon
Mr Putman is running the London Landmarks Half Marathon on April 3rd on
behalf of Dementia UK. It will be his first ever official running race and it is a
charity that is close to his heart.

We wish him all the best for the event. If you would like to support him in
raising funds for Dementia UK then you are invited to use the link below.
Good Luck Mr Putman !
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mrjputman?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=mrj
putman&utm_campaign=pfp-tweet&utm_term=37668fe6acb04ce9b452f0542e7ba96a

Student Medication Notice
We appreciate that many students are required to take regular or seasonal medication in order to help them attend
school or overcome illness. Our medical policy is clear that we want to support this and we are happy to store student
medication safely and ensure that they have access to it. Our First Aid Coordinator Ms Dyer can be contacted at any time
regarding medical questions at m.dyer@thegrange.futureacademies.org or on 0208 950 9502 ext 799.
Students are not allowed to carry medication on their person or in their bags - this includes paracetamol. If your child
requires medication please complete the form at the end of the newsletter and return it to Ms Dyer at your earliest
convenience.
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Sport Roundup
Sport

Vs

Result

Star of the
Match

Scorers

Year 9 Basketball

St Michaels

Lost 14-22

Akib

Points:- Benny 4, Liam 2, Jake 5, Elliot 2, Ali 2

Year 8 Basketball

Westfield

Won 14-9

Sonny

Points:- Sonny 6, Edin 4, Tilly 2, Jack 2

Senior Basketball

Rickmansworth

Won 36 - 25

Sam

Points:- Sam 11, Thierry 9, Joel 4, Kent 6, Dylan N 4,
Luke 2,

Year 9 Netball Squad

District Netball
Congratulations to the Year 9 netball team who came joint
second in the District Netball Tournament.
This was a really tough competition and the girls all played really
well.
Netball practice is available to all students and continues every
Tuesday night after school.

Seniors Basketball
The seniors won 36-25 up against a very tall team from
Rickmansworth school! The boys were excellent in the first half
taking a 22-11 lead.
Sam was outstanding throughout the game, Thierry played some great rebounds and scored nine fantastic points.
Kent and Luke won the ball and scored when needed. Joel scored some great baskets.
Dylan H was always in space for the ball. Kyan (even with a dodgy knee) made some great long balls and screens.
Year 11, represented by Ollie, made so many good runs. Dylan N had his best game. Nicky won so many rebounds,
and we welcomed Lucas to his first game.
Alice and Benita were awesome as always with the scoreboard. There will be two further games next week.

The Grange Academy
Brass Band
It was wonderful to see the successful launch of The Grange
Academy Brass Band last week with students from Years 7, 8, and
10 getting involved and having their first ever brass lesson.
Even Mrs Johnson has decided to pick up a new instrument and is
learning alongside our students!
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The Importance of PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education)
Our PSHE programme promotes student's personal, social and economic development, as well as their health and
wellbeing, and Relationships and Sexual Health education. It aims to give students the skills, knowledge and
understanding they need to become confident, informed and responsible citizens who are able to live safe, healthy
and fulfilling lives, make informed choices, and contribute positively to society in modern Britain.
Whilst PSHE is taught in discrete sessions each week, it also feeds into assemblies, cross-curricular lessons and other
activities, as part of the academy's broad and balanced curriculum. Links are made with the academy's values'Knowledge, Aspiration, Respect' and to topic-based work/class discussions to provide clear contextual links (e.g.
personal responsibility and environmental issues). The following are some of our aims for PSHE at The Grange
Academy:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

develop positive self-confidence and self-esteem.
learn to be responsible and independent members of our school and wider community.
learn how to keep themselves and others safe, including who to ask for help.
learn to respect differences and value diversity.
learn to make informed choices about their health, lifestyle and environment.
understand, develop and maintain a variety of healthy relationships within social and cultural contexts.
gain an insight into money management and career opportunities.
develop a sense of social justice and moral responsibility.
begin to understand how their own choices and behaviour can affect local, national or global issues.
"You get taught important lessons in life that you will need to know for the future" Year 11
"If you don't learn these things your future could be difficult" Year 11
"Apply the knowledge that you have learnt in school"- Year 11

Currently these are the Topics that the students are studying:
Year 7: RSE continuation 'Growing up'
Year 8: Careers and Aspirations
Year 9: What is Anger?
Year 10: Modern Day Slavery
Year 11: Law, morals, thoughts and feelings
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
To find out about, and discuss the schools’ PSHE programme you can find information on the school website, and
written information in our newsletters. Please contact Mr Wride for any further information regarding PSHE and RSHE.

Covid Update
We are pleased that we currently have only a handful of students who have tested positive for Covid. The number of
people affected has significantly reduced since half term. Students, parents and staff should be very proud that
working together to reduce the possibility of transmission through measures at school and at home has meant that to
date we have not found ourselves in an ‘outbreak’ situation.
Moving forward the rules have changed, please see summary below:
• Students are no longer required to wear masks at school but we recommend that in public areas such as
corridors that masks will still offer good protection.
• Students no longer need to test twice a week and the school will no longer provide LFT home testing kits
voluntarily. We do still have some spare testing kits and your child can request a pack if required.
• Students are no longer legally required to self-isolate if they test positive for Covid. If they fell ill then it is good
practice to isolate for a couple days until they feel better (the same as you would with the flu or any other
infectious illness).
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Safeguarding and Social Media
Did you know that the legal age for students to use What's App in
the UK is 16?
With so many functions being added to the app in recent years are you
sure that if your child is using the app they are using it safely? Do you
check this with them? i.e. most pictures and films go straight onto their
camera roll - do you check this to ensure that all messages received are
appropriate?
Please see the easy to read guide at the end of the newsletter. It will help
you to ensure your child uses the app safely.

Charity Update
So far this year students have raised over £2,500 for local and national charities. Our
target by the end of the year is to reach £10,000!
Our next event will take place on Friday 18th March and will be raising money for Red
Nose Day, Herts Young Homeless and another local charity.
The students have planned the following events so far:

 Non Uniform Day - £1 donation if you wear red,
£2 donation if you wear a different colour
 Red Bake Sale
 12 Hour Non-Stop Football Match
More events are being organised by the Student Voice and House Captains next
week.

Some fabulous work happening this week in Latin, Food Tech and MFL
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Future Teacher Training - Recruitment Webinars
Please register your interest in attending an event by completing the form here, selecting your preferred date and
providing some more information about yourself.
The link to join the webinar will then be emailed to all attendees prior to the date of the event.

Dates for your diary
w/c 7 March

Y13 mocks

Wednesday 9 March

Y9 Options Evening

Thursday 10 March

Y6 Welcome Event

Wednesday 16 March

Y9 Parents Evening

Tuesday 29 March

Y7, 11, 12,13 Year Group photos

Monday 4 April to Monday 18 April

Easter holidays

Tuesday 19 April

Summer term starts

Do you qualify for £144 off broadband?
If you're under financial pressure, you could save £144 on your annual broadband bills. Millions of Universal Credit
claimants are missing out on the discount because they don't know about it. The offer is available to about 4.2 million UK
households - but only 55,000 have signed up so far. Six broadband providers – BT, Community Fibre, G.Network,
Hyperoptic, KCOM and Virgin Media O2 – offer deals priced at £10-£20 a month for speeds ranging from 10Mbit/s to
67Mbit/s. Click on this link to Ofcom to find out more (https://www.ofcom.org.uk/news-centre/2022/millions-of-lowincome-families-missing-annual-broadband-saving)
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